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Much as Frederic Remington and Charles Marion
Russell chronicled the West through their art, the
late Dallas artist John St. John utilized his talents to

create paintings of historic Texas oil fields, legendary wildcat-
ters, railroads, filling stations and the Texas Rangers.

St. John’s Petroleum Series, currently being shown and
offered by the Texas Petroleum Gallery of Dallas, is a collection
of 40 original paintings providing an extraordinary artistic
glimpse into an epic chapter in Texas history, immortalizing
the spirit, determination and grit of early oil and gas industry
pioneers.

The paintings capture the intensity of the early oil boom in
colors and brush strokes as vivid and bold as the legendary
men and events portrayed. Fiercely independent, St. John was
fascinated by the entrepreneurial determination and spirit of
oil and gas industry pioneers, according to Mark Stanley, of
the Texas Petroleum Gallery.

“He was very diverse and painted a lot of different subjects,
but he obviously loved the oilfields,” said Mark Stanley, who
represents the artist for the Texas Petroleum Gallery. 

Stanley said St. John was inspired by boyhood memories of
growing up around Texas oil fields and wildcatters. 

The works range from portraits of roughnecks and broad
vistas of fields of drilling rigs, to catastrophic well fires and cel-
ebrations of a successful well. 

St. John (1929-2000) discovered his gift in grade school,
when he made his first drawings, and was encouraged by his
parents to develop his talent. He was largely self-taught
except for a brief period of study under Ramon Froman at
Northwood Experimental Art Institute in Dallas.

St. John’s works are represented in major private collections
and were featured in Life magazine’s The Year in Pictures
1981. St. John developed a unique style that he adapted to
the moods and subjects of his work.  His work reflects influ-
ences as diverse as Van Gogh, Remington and Jasper Johns.
He believed his experience as a sculptor gave depth to his
painting, according to Stanley.  

After serving in the United States Marines from 1946 to 1950, St.
John returned to Dallas, where he enjoyed a successful career as a
painter producing works for notable business leaders, corporations,
designers and charities from 1950 until his death.

He painted the Petroleum Series, comprising approximately 40
oils on canvas, in his Dallas studio. Represented in major private and
public collections, St. John is recognized as a highly original Texas
artist of mid-20th century Impressionism and works with historic

and Texas themes, according to Stanley.
In addition to the Petroleum Series, St. John left a body of work

that reflects his life-long exploration of color and a variety of sub-
jects including still life, nudes, landscapes, industry and portraiture.

On the Web: www.texaspetroleumgallery.com
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